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Episode #36 – Interview with Dr. Allison: Research on SARS-CoV-2 
and Canadian Dental and Dental Hygiene Schools             May 14, 2021 
 
Dr. Paul Allison, BDS, FDSRCS(Eng), MSc, PhD, FCAHS 
Dr. Allison gained his dental degree (BDS) from University College London (UK) in 
1986. He then pursued specialist training in oral and maxillo-facial surgery and in dental 
public health and in 1994 moved to McGill University in Montreal and completed his 
PhD in 1998. He became a professor at the Faculty of Dentistry, McGill University, in 
1999. He became Director of the Quebec-based Oral and Bone Health Research 
Network during the period 2005-08 and served two five-year mandates as Dean of the 
Faculty of Dentistry at McGill during 2008-18. He was President of the Association of 
Canadian Faculties of Dentistry during 2015-19 and President of the Canadian 
Academy of Health Sciences (CAHS)1 during 2019-20. He is currently on the Governing 
Council of the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR).2  
 
Dr. Allison’s research interests include psychosocial and social determinants of oral 
health and oral health care, including issues of access to health care. In 2014, he 
chaired a CAHS panel that published a report on improving access to oral health care.3 
More recently, he was an author in a The Lancet series on oral health4 and is a member 
of the Lancet Commission on Global Oral Health.5 He has recently become heavily 
involved in various COVID-19 pandemic research projects. 
 
References 
Study Examines Occupational Risks Associated with SARS-CoV-2 Infection Rates, 
Transmission Risk, And Immunity in Dental Schools Across Canada 
https://www.covid19immunitytaskforce.ca/study-examines-occupational-risks-
associated-with-sars-cov-2-infection-rates-transmission-risk-and-immunity-in-dental-
schools-across-canada/  
 
The COVID-19 Immunity Task Force’s mandate 
https://www.covid19immunitytaskforce.ca/  

 
1 CAHS http://www.cahs-acss.ca/   
2 CIHR https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/6953.html 
3 Improving access to oral health care for vulnerable people living in Canada https://cahs-
acss.ca/improving-access-to-oral-health-care-for-vulnerable-people-living-in-canada/  
4 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0140673619316393  
5 The Lancet Commission on Oral Health https://www.ucl.ac.uk/epidemiology-health-
care/research/epidemiology-and-public-health/research/dental-public-health/lancet-commission-oral-
health  

https://www.covid19immunitytaskforce.ca/study-examines-occupational-risks-associated-with-sars-cov-2-infection-rates-transmission-risk-and-immunity-in-dental-schools-across-canada/
https://www.covid19immunitytaskforce.ca/study-examines-occupational-risks-associated-with-sars-cov-2-infection-rates-transmission-risk-and-immunity-in-dental-schools-across-canada/
https://www.covid19immunitytaskforce.ca/study-examines-occupational-risks-associated-with-sars-cov-2-infection-rates-transmission-risk-and-immunity-in-dental-schools-across-canada/
https://www.covid19immunitytaskforce.ca/
http://www.cahs-acss.ca/
https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/6953.html
https://cahs-acss.ca/improving-access-to-oral-health-care-for-vulnerable-people-living-in-canada/
https://cahs-acss.ca/improving-access-to-oral-health-care-for-vulnerable-people-living-in-canada/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0140673619316393
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/epidemiology-health-care/research/epidemiology-and-public-health/research/dental-public-health/lancet-commission-oral-health
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/epidemiology-health-care/research/epidemiology-and-public-health/research/dental-public-health/lancet-commission-oral-health
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/epidemiology-health-care/research/epidemiology-and-public-health/research/dental-public-health/lancet-commission-oral-health


 

 
Disclaimer: This document is educational and not intended to provide clinical advice nor should it be used as a replacement for professional 
dental or medical advice. Dental hygienists are encouraged to consult with CDHO practice advisors and refer to CDHO guidelines. Dental 

hygienists are responsible for the decisions they make and for the consequences associated with those decisions. © ODHA 
Page 2 of 2 

 

Evidence to support safe return to clinical practice by oral health professionals in 
Canada during the COVID-19 pandemic: A report prepared for the Office of the Chief 
Dental Officer of Canada, Freitas de Souza, R; Allison, P; Aboud, L; Morris, M. March 
31, 2021 
https://www.mcgill.ca/dentistry/files/dentistry/ocdoc_report_2nd_update_april_2021_1.p
df 
 
Evidence to support safe return to clinical practice by oral health professionals in 
Canada during the COVID-19 pandemic: A report prepared for the Office of the Chief 
Dental Officer of Canada, Allison, P; Freitas de Souza, R; Aboud, L; Morris, M. 
November 2020  
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-
infection/health-professionals/evidence-safe-return-clinical-practice-oral-
health.html?utm_source=Emailblast&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=McGill_repor
t_covid_ENG  
 
 

https://www.mcgill.ca/dentistry/files/dentistry/ocdoc_report_2nd_update_april_2021_1.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/dentistry/files/dentistry/ocdoc_report_2nd_update_april_2021_1.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/health-professionals/evidence-safe-return-clinical-practice-oral-health.html?utm_source=Emailblast&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=McGill_report_covid_ENG
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/health-professionals/evidence-safe-return-clinical-practice-oral-health.html?utm_source=Emailblast&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=McGill_report_covid_ENG
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/health-professionals/evidence-safe-return-clinical-practice-oral-health.html?utm_source=Emailblast&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=McGill_report_covid_ENG
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/health-professionals/evidence-safe-return-clinical-practice-oral-health.html?utm_source=Emailblast&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=McGill_report_covid_ENG

